
iMAGINE 
Lakelands 

Our mission is to create meaningful 
experiences that promote a culture 

of lifelong learning and career 
readiness with an emphasis in 

science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and mathematics (STEAM). 

Partnership Packet



The Need
The demand for STEM jobs is growing rapidly. According to the Pew 
Research Center, STEM employment has grown 79% since 1990, 
from 9.7 mill ion to 17.3 mill ion jobs in 2018—and this number is 
expected to continue rising.

From 2017 to 2027, STEM jobs will grow by 13% compared to 9% 
for other jobs: 

14% in computing 

7% in engineering 

12% in advanced manufacturing

SOURCE: Economic Modeling Specialists International, 2017.



In South Carolina and across the 
nation, business leaders are 
struggling to meet the current 
and projected demand for jobs 
in STEM. Companies will not 
invest in a community unless 
they are confident that they can 
find the talent they need to stay 
competitive. Only 26% of South 
Carolina students are graduating 
with the degrees and 
certifications necessary to 
obtain these jobs. Students' 
lagging performance in K–12 
math and science, particularly 
among minorities, is a critical 
reason why.   

Effective programs like iMAGINE 
Lakelands STEAM Festival are 
beginning to fil l in the gaps in 

the STEM pipeline of South 
Carolina. iMAGINE Lakelands 

partners with the leading 
businesses and industries in 

South Carolina to identify 
careers that are in high demand 

and then showcase those 
careers to a new generation of 
innovators. Through interactive 
learning experiences, iMAGINE 

Lakelands sparks the 
imaginations of PreK-12 

students and fosters their 
aspirations to pursue 21st 

century STEM careers.   

SOURCE: vital signs.changetheequation.org
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Program Goals

Celebrate STEAM, innovation, 
and entrepreneurial activity in 
the Lakelands region.

Promote PreK-12 education 
and workforce development 
with an emphasis on student 
readiness.

Raise awareness and 
educate students, families, 
and professionals about 
STEAM career opportunities 
in the Lakelands region.

Ignite an interest in STEAM 
for PreK-12 students and 
cultivate lifelong learning 
through hands-on 
experiences that connect to 
21st century careers.

Increase opportunities for 
underrepresented groups 
and promote equity in STEAM 
education and careers. 



The iMAGINE Experience

The iMAGINE Lakelands STEAM Festival is a premier event in Uptown 
Greenwood celebrating and promoting STEAM education and workforce 

development in the Lakelands region.

 This one-day family festival ignites the imaginations of PreK-12 
students through interactive exhibits that showcase STEAM learning 

and career pathways. 

In 2016, The Arts Center of Greenwood began an annual STEAM Family 
Fun Day. In an effort to broaden its impact The Arts Center combined 
efforts with iMAGINE to form an expansion of the original event. The 

iMAGINE Lakelands STEAM Festival is now an event in Uptown 
Greenwood involving area businesses, schools, and nonprofits 

collaborating to serve the families of the region.
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Recent Sponsors & Partners
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iMAGINE Lakelands STEAM Festival is a program of South Carolina’s Coalition for Mathematics & 
Science (SCCMS) at Clemson University. All contributions to support iMAGINE Lakelands STEAM Festival 
are made payable to the Clemson University Foundation/SCCMS. The Clemson University Foundation is 

an independent, nonprofit organization. 501(c)3 #57-0426335.

Your support makes it possible for us to provide the iMAGINE Lakelands STEAM 
Festival and other STEAM education programming FREE to the public! 

THANK YOU!
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864-554-2493

Sylvia Martin, Executive Director
The Arts Center of Greenwood
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www.imaginesteamsc.org
/lakelands

Connect with Us

iMAGINE Lakelands 
STEAM Festival

@imaginegwd
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